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English

Outline

Communication and Presentation courses taught by SOKENDAI English lecturer Jeremiah Sechrist focus on
improving and building the communication and presentation skills necessary for researchers. Classes
incorporate both lecture and student practice exercises touching on subjects such as handling questions,
presenting clear, logical arguments, etc.

Aim
e  Gain communication skills to actively and effectively participate in an academic environment
e Learn presentation and argumentation techniques to engage in scientific meetings and conferences

e Become able to present ideas clearly and logically

Grading Criteria

Scores are based on completion of class presentations and assignments. Attendance and participation are also
weighted heavily.

Lecture Plan

Prospective students may choose to take either Presentation or Communication class. Upon approval of the
lecturer, Jeremiah Sechrist, it is also possible to participate in both courses in one semester. Each class is held
for 1 hour each week, and class size ranges between 4-6 students. The class schedule is based around students
availability whenever possible.

’

Schedule for Course Registration and Classes
e Students should send necessary application materials to Jeremiah Sechrist by mid-April
e Level check interviews for new students will be carried out at the end of April
e Students will receive class information and schedules at the beginning of May
e Classes are held from May until September with a summer break in mid-August

For more information, please refer to the English Program website: http://www.nips.ac.jp/eep/

Textbook and References

Communication course: students will be assigned a textbook based on their English level. Please refer to your
class information email when deciding which textbook to purchase.

Presentation course: classes are based on the ideas outlined in The NIG Method: A Course on Scientific
Presentation in English T8{cAfF A Y > R CTHRERIFHRFET LB 7 —32 3 > (Tatsumi Hirata, Todd
Gorman, Yasushi Hiromi). Purchase of this text is not required.



